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From among this field of nine 3-year-old fillies, 7 have last-out moves
underlined. Using our red-scan order of priority, the order of preliminary
contenders is:

1. Farda Amiga — last out double gain

O

. Take Charge Lady — last out double gain
. Take The Cake — last out gain on the tum
. Ms Brookski — last out gain on the turn

. Art Fair — last out gain on the turmn

2 o0 Lh

. Habibti — last out gain in the final furlong

4=

. You — last out gain in the final furlong

That took about 2 minutes. Now let’s see if we can reduce this list to
3 or 4 contenders. The next step we take to achieve that is to calculate final
fractions, so I'll go over that process now for each preliminary contender.
|, Farda Amiga — since her last race was at 1 1/16" miles (the same race as
#'s 2 and 4) we subtract 7 seconds from the final time of 142.3 to get an
approximate mile time of 135.3. From that we subtract the raw 6F time of
110.2 and get a raw 4" quarter time of 25.1, Since she gained 3% lengths
from the pace call (6F) to the finish, we subtract .3 from 25.1 to get her
actual FF of 24.3.
2. Habibti — for her gain of 4% we subtract .4 to give her a 24.2 FF.
3. Take The Cake — having run her last at a mile and a sixteenth, we subtract
7 seconds from the final time of 143.1 to get an approximate mile time of
136.1. From that we subtract the raw 6F time of 111.3 and get a raw 4"
quarter time of 24.3. For her loss of 2% lengths from the pace call to the
finish, we add .2 to get her actual FF of 25.0.
4. You — for her gain of 2% we subtract .3 to give her a 24.3 FF.



5. Ms Brookski — since she was exiting a | 1/8 mile race, we subtract the
raw 6F time of 112.1 from the raw mile time of 136.4 and get a raw 4"
quarter of 24.3. Her loss of 3'2 lengths from the pace call to the mile call
requires an addition of .3 resulting in a FF of 25.1.

8. Art Fair — exited a mile race with a raw 4" quarter of 26.2, arrived at by
subtracting 110.3 from 137.0. Since she lost 10% lengths during that
segment, her FF is 28.2.

9. Take Charge Lady — won the Grade | Ashland at a mile and a 16" in her
last outing and the raw 4" quarter in that race was 24.3 (111.3 from 136.1).
Since she was in front from the pace call to the finish, that raw FF was her
FF.

Doing the FF calculations enables us to reduce the preliminary
contender list to 5. We can throw out Ms Brookski and Art Fair. What
about #7 Imperial Gesture? She was coming into this race off a pair of races
in Dubai, both of which she won in wire-to-wire fashion. As a rule. I throw
out horses coming off races in Dubai, and this was no exception.

The long trip very often takes its toll. We shouldn’t expect them to
fire their best shot in their first race back, especially young horses, and fillies
in particular. Imperial Gesture’s last-out win at the Kentucky Oaks distance
of a mile and an eighth could be thought to work against her more than for
her as that was the longest she had ever gone and it was off one prep race in
her 3-year-old season. I tend to eliminate from the contender list horses like
this one.

In a case like this with 5 contenders in a field of 9, we have to make a
decision as to whether enough value is present to use that many horses. The
only way we should is if we have 1 or 2 of them as our key or keys in the

wagering. Let’s arrange them in order of preference. As you can see there
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are 2 “move” horses, #1 Farda Amiga, and #3 Take The Cake, both of which
are last out T/M plays. Farda Amiga gained 3% lengths on the turn with a
comment of "4 wide into stretch.” In the final furlong she gained 2 lengths
to finish an out of the money 4™ with non-obvious contender status.

Take The Cake gained 3 lengths on the turn with the comment 4-
wide, 2™ best. Although qualifying as a T/M play by losing only % of a
length in the final furlong, the loss of ground and 2" place finish separates
her from Farda Amiga, who must be considered the better of the 2 T/M
plays. The 2-point discrepancy in final fractions, 24.3 vs. 25.0 seals Farda
Amiga as a co-top choice along with Take Charge Lady with the same FF.

Take Charge Lady did look pretty formidable, especially with those
huge Beyer speed figures staring us in the face, and her final fraction was the
same as Farda Amiga’s at 24.3. The separating factor, in addition to the
T/M move, can be summed up in one word, value.

Looking at the facts and figures in front of us, we could with pretty
much certainty look at these 2 horses as having equal chances at the win,
despite the wide disparity between speed figures. When a horse makes a
/M move like Farda Amiga’s, he or she will often run a much better speed
figure in their next try. And that was the case here as she eamed a lifetime
best 103 Beyer for her going away score in the Oaks.

With such an overlay presented to us, Farda Amiga had to be
considered the prime contender among the top 4, all with close final
fractions. Since Habibti had the better value and was 3 wide on the turn in
her last, I made her my 3™ choice over the horse that had beaten both Farda
Amiga and her in their last encounter, You.

Here were my value lines followed by final odds.
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#1 Farda Amiga 6-1 (20-1) - off that strong last-out effort in her first try
against Grade 1 competition, I went with a value line of closer to her prior 2
races on the grass and settled on 6-1.
#9 Take Charge Lady even (8-5)— she was odds on in her prior 2 outings,
but was facing better in this match up, thus the higher value line of even
money
#2 Habibti 4-1 (5-1) — she had gone off as the 2™ choice in her last at 9-5,
but due to facing Take Charge Lady here I bumped her up to 4-1
#4 You 2-1 (2-1) — she had been going off at 6-5 or lower, but facing the
likes of Take Charge Lady as well as the pair that she beat in her last that
figured better than she did in this match up, made me settle on 2-1
#3 Take The Cake 10-1 (19-1) — she went off at 13-1 against Take Charge
Lady in her last so having finished 2™ in that try, I dropped her to 10-1 for
this outing

The decision of which horse to play in the win wager was not difficult
with the late odds hovering at 15-1 to 17-1 for Farda Amiga. This was
valuation defined. Keying Farda Amiga and Take Charge Lady in the top 2
slots with the others, including 5" choice Take The Cake led to the exacta
and trifecta (and superfecta if chosen as an option) as well,
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